#BlackLivesMatter Booklist for Teens

This list is a starting point. It is by no means comprehensive. You’ll find many other stories, both
fiction and nonfiction, that recount the systemic racism and struggles of African Americans and people
of color in our collections.

Coles. Tyler Johnson Was Here

When Marvin Johnson's twin, Tyler, goes to a party, Marvin decides to
tag along to keep an eye on his brother. But what starts as harmless
fun turns into a shooting, followed by a police raid. The next day, Tyler
has gone missing, and it's up to Marvin to find him. But when Tyler is
found dead, a video leaked online tells an even more chilling story:
Tyler has been shot and killed by a police officer. Terrified as his
mother unravels and mourning a brother who is now a hashtag,
Marvin must learn what justice and freedom really mean

Jackson. Midnight Without a Moon

It’s Mississippi in the summer of 1955, and Rose Lee Carter can’t wait
to move north. For now, she’s living with her sharecropper
grandparents on a white man’s cotton plantation. Then, one town

over, an African American boy, Emmett Till, is killed for allegedly
whistling at a white woman. When Till'’s murderers are unjustly
acquitted, Rose realizes that the South needs a change and that she
should be part of the movement.

Lewis. March

This graphic novel is Congressman John Lewis' first-hand account of his
lifelong struggle for civil and human rights, meditating in the modern
age on the distance traveled since the days of Jim Crow and
segregation. Rooted in Lewis' personal story, it also reflects on the
highs and lows of the broader civil rights movement. Book One

spans Lewis' youth in rural Alabama, his life-changing meeting with
Martin Luther King, Jr., the birth of the Nashville Student Movement,
and their battle to tear down segregation through nonviolent lunch
counter sit-ins, building to a climax on the steps of City Hall.




Magoon. How it Went Down

When sixteen-year-old Tariq Johnson dies from two gunshot wounds,
his community is thrown into an uproar. Tarig was black. The shooter,
Jack Franklin, is white. In the aftermath of Tariq's death, everyone has
something to say, but no two accounts of the events line up. Day by
day, new twists further obscure the truth.

Magoon. Light it Up

A girl walks home from school. She's tall for her age. She's wearing her
winter coat. Her headphones are in. She's hurrying. She never makes it
home. In the aftermath, while law enforcement tries to justify the
response, one fact remains: a police officer has shot and killed an
unarmed thirteen-year-old girl. The community is thrown into
upheaval, leading to unrest, a growing movement to protest the
senseless taking of black lives, and the arrival of white supremacist
counter demonstrators.

Medina. | Am Alphonso Jones

Alfonso Jones can't wait to play the role of Hamlet in his school's hip-
hop rendition of the classic Shakespearean play. as he is buying his
first suit, an off-duty police officer mistakes a clothes hanger for a gun,
and he shoots Alfonso. When Alfonso wakes up in the afterlife, he's on
a ghost train guided by well-known victims of police shootings, who
teach him what he needs to know about this subterranean spiritual
world. In the first graphic novel for young readers to focus on police
brutality and the Black Lives Matter movement, as in Hamlet, the dead
shall speak--and the living yield even more surprises.
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Myers. Monster

Walter Dean Myers tells the story of Steve Harmon, a teenage
boy in juvenile detention and on trial. Presented as a screenplay
of Steve's own imagination, and peppered with journal entries,
the book shows how one single decision can change our whole
lives.

Oshiro. Anger is a Gift

Six years ago, Moss Jefferies' father was murdered by an
Oakland police officer. Along with losing a parent, the media'’s
vilification of his father and lack of accountability has left Moss
with near crippling panic attacks. Now, in his sophomore year of
high school, Moss and his fellow classmates find themselves
increasingly treated like criminals in their own school. New rules.
Random locker searches. Constant intimidation and Oakland
Police Department stationed in their halls. Despite their youth,
the students decide to organize and push back against the
administration. When tensions hit a fever pitch and tragedy
strikes, Moss must face a difficult choice: give in to fear and hate
or realize that anger can actually be a gift.

Perez. Out of Darkness

New London, TX. 1937. Naomi Vargas is Mexican American. Wash
Fuller is Black. These teens know the town's divisive racism better than
anyone. But sometimes the attraction between two people is so
powerful it breaks through even the most entrenched color lines. And
the consequences can be explosive.
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KIMBERLY JONES

Powell. Loving vs. Virginia: A documentary novel of the
landmark civil rights case

In 1955, in Caroline County, Virginia, amidst segregation and prejudice,
injustice and cruelty, two teenagers fell in love. Their life together
broke the law, but their determination would change it. Richard and
Mildred Loving were at the heart of a Supreme Court case that
legalized marriage between races, and a story of the devoted couple
who faced discrimination, fought it, and won.

Reynolds. All American Boys

Two teens—one black, one white—grapple with the repercussions of a
single violent act that leaves their school, their community, and,
ultimately, the country bitterly divided by racial tension.

Segal. I’'m Not Dying with You Tonight

Lena and Campbell are complete opposites, but when both girls attend
the Friday-night football game, what neither expects is for everything
to descend into sudden mass chaos. Chaos born from violence and
hate. Chaos that unexpectedly throws them together. They aren't
friends. They hardly understand the other's point of view. But none of
that matters when the city is up in flames, and they only have each
other to rely on if they're going to survive the night.




Slater. The 57 Bus

One teenager in a skirt. One teenager with a lighter. One moment that
changes both of their lives forever. If it weren't for the 57 bus, Sasha
and Richard never would have met. Sasha, a white teen, lived

in the middle-class foothills and attended a small private school.
Richard, a black teen, lived in the crime-plagued flatlands and
attended a large public one. Each day, their paths overlapped for a
mere eight minutes. But one afternoon on the bus ride home from
school, a single reckless act left Sasha severely burned, and Richard
charged with two hate crimes and facing life imprisonment.
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Stone. Dear Martin

Justyce McAllister is a good kid, an honor student, and always there to
help a friend—but none of that matters to the police officer who just
put him in handcuffs. Despite leaving his rough neighborhood behind,
he can't escape the scorn of his former peers or the ridicule of his new
classmates. Justyce looks to the teachings of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
for answers. But do they hold up anymore? He starts a journal to Dr.
King to find out. Then comes the day Justyce goes driving with his best
friend, Manny, windows rolled down, music turned up—way up,
sparking the fury of a white off-duty cop beside them. Words fly. Shots
are fired. Justyce and Manny are caught in the crosshairs. In the media

SToNE gD fallout, it's Justyce who is under attack.

ANGIE THOMAS Thomas. The Hate U Give
. Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor
neighborhood where she lives and the fancy suburban prep school she

i THE attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered when
HATE ’ Starr is the only witness the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend
\(!;lVE » Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. What

everyone wants to know is: what really went down that night? But

what Starr does—or does not—say could upend her community. It
could also endanger her life.
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Watson. Piecing Me Together

Jade believes she must get out of her poor neighborhood if she's ever
going to succeed. Her mother tells her to take advantage of every
opportunity that comes her way. And Jade has: every day she rides the
bus away from her friends and to the private school where she feels
like an outsider, but where she has plenty of opportunities. But some
opportunities she doesn't really welcome, like an invitation to join
Women to Women, a mentorship program for "at-risk" girls. Just
because her mentor is black and graduated from the same high school
doesn't mean she understands where Jade is coming from.

Williams- Garcia. One Crazy Summer

In the summer of 1968, after traveling from Brooklyn to Oakland,
California, to spend a month with the mother they barely know,
eleven-year-old Delphine and her two younger sisters arrive to a cold
welcome as they discover that their mother, a dedicated poet and
printer, is resentful of the intrusion of their visit and wants them to
attend a nearby Black Panther summer camp.

Zoboi. American Street

On the corner of American Street and Joy Road, Fabiola Toussaint
thought she would finally find une belle vie -- a good life. But after
they leave Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Fabiola's mother is detained by U.S.
immigration, leaving Fabiola to navigate her loud American cousins,
Chantal, Donna, and Princess; the grittiness of Detroit's West Side; a
new school; and a surprising romance, all on her own. Just as she finds
her footing in this strange new world, a dangerous proposition
presents itself, and Fabiola soon realizes that freedom comes at a cost.
Trapped at the crossroads of an impossible choice, will she pay the
price for the American dream?




